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HOMELESSNESS, GOVERNMENT ACTION 

1157. Ms GUISE to the Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth: 
Can the minister tell the House what action the Government is taking to prevent more Western Australians from 
becoming homeless as a result of increasing debt and financial difficulties?  

Ms McHALE replied: 
I thank the member for her question.  The State Homelessness Taskforce made it very clear in its report that the 
provision of affordable housing and support services to assist people to stay in their homes were two key factors 
in addressing homelessness.  Among other things, the task force recommended an increase in the amount of 
financial counselling available to people at risk.  I am very pleased to tell the House that this Government has 
responded to that recommendation.  Through the Department for Community Development, the Government 
provides over $2 million to 52 financial counselling services throughout the State; 26 of which are in the 
metropolitan area and 26 of which are located elsewhere throughout the State.  The services are provided as far 
north as Kununurra and as far south as Esperance.  I have recently written to those counselling services to inform 
them that their funding levels will increase by 15 per cent.  This will be the first time since 1995 that these 
financial counselling services have received any increase in funding.  That is good news for everyone in this 
House.  There are 52 organisations throughout the State, and for the first time in seven years, they will receive an 
increase in funding.   

We will also establish two new financial counselling services.  Although the details of those have not yet been 
determined, I am very keen to ensure that we look at how we can provide financial counselling services to young 
people.  I am hopeful that we will develop a service that will target the needs of young people who, for a range 
of circumstances, get themselves into difficulties.  I have set a target of a 10 per cent increase in the use of 
services as a result of this investment.  We will monitor that.  It is a great initiative that reaffirms the 
Government’s social justice policy agenda, or, in very simple terms, its commitment to help the most vulnerable 
in our community.  
 


